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% OF \'N uEAﬁKLtKE"

" UNKNOWN e i /8 mmwa BEEN
; HJNETEE '_f -‘. 5 CARVED 48




=T MOTHER, |
- CAM | 5OMEDAY

WILL COME

.
T
= \WLEN HE

/ FLAWLESS, A
/ INHER PP -
./ DELIRIUM," "’ NOBLEMAN

i1 MY MOTHER BE HE CAN BE
4% OFTEN | PROUID!

KEEP IT
AGAINST
YOUR

YOURSELF| 5 10 FATHER

¥ £ MUST BE i Q\Y

WORDS, T AM A
NOBLEMAN'S
BASTARD.

TO WONDER
HOW A CHILD
NOT EVEN TEN
YEARS OLD

USE THIS TO
PROVE WHO
YOU ARE.

SHOLILDERS,
TO BEAR !

WHEN SHE

e Town. EVERYDAY MY
THE TOWN
RIPPED THAT MOTHER
PRIDE OUT BY STRENGTHENED
THE ROOT. THE BURDEN OF




AND FELT NO




)
Lol

THE &IRL
LOOKING
DOWN AT ME
WAS NO
IMITATION
NOBLE LIKE T
WAS; FROM
HER HEAD TO
HER TOENAIL,
THERE WAS
NOT A
BLEMISH.

: = )
LOAD THIS ¥ CANCEL
FHILTD IN TUE ADM-= |




/" 1 GAVED
[ You FROM

1 CERTAN |

THIS WAS
SOME-

I. \-/-| THING...

I WAS ABLE
TO SECURE
EMPLOYMENT.

) e | 1 THEY TOLD ME
MY WAGES WILL\FY - 4 W THAT, STARTING

BEENOUGH TO "% | |i 1 W Tomormow, 1
emrLoy A R0 RAE
NLURSE TO TAKE

AR OLl.

IT LEFT ME i . ot
WITH A ALY / '
| eHance To

SINNER'S : '
i T e " 0 5 REEMTER ]




FROM TODAY You
? * | ARE MY PAGE. YOU
ANSWER ONLY TO

1, OF ﬂﬂURﬁE,
“ I WAS TO
—'| YOUNG TO
KNOW ANY OF

N

THE VENDEMION FAMILY"
PERSONAL ASSETS WERE SAID TO
SURPASS THE BUDGET OF THE -4,
LARGEST COLUNTRY IN THE wanm
KINGS OF SEVERAL REALMS HAD -
\ SPRLING FROM THEIR STOCK; AND —
MANY RELIGIOUS OFFICIALS. _______,-
B WITHIN THIS HOLY CITY. THEY « \
WERE THE POWER BEHIND THE ~——
POWER, THE SINGLE GREATEST
INFLLIENCE UPON ANY"IHING _...---"‘

L—ﬂ—-ﬂ--"""

D[' NOW THAT ——
' 5 1 Lo0K |

Yol AGAIN, THIS
'q\PLAG‘E 1S

/BE CAREFUL
YOU DON'T
FIND
YOLRSELF
ON THE
SHARP END
OF ONE OF
\HER MOODS

EVERYONE ELSE \,
'55"‘; ng” WE'VE TAKEN ON |
ET ONE 10 SERVE HER HAS
FLED RIGHT QUICK |

ON ACCOLINT OF
CLOTHES HER msmsmou

&IRL'S

ON FIRE
WITH HER
STILL IN

Soure”
I HOLDING POOR
UP WELL,THI




/ |
was VIEweD /(LAY
BY EVERYONE M/ [
WITH DISGUST ()} Wl
AND ANGER, (i —
LIKE A BOIL )
ABOUT TO

POP.

&

SHE WAS LET

OUT TO PASTURE

IN THE HALLS OF p— |
THE MANSION. et

“ ITSELF ONLY, t

2 MOUNTAIN OF "]
. THINGS THAT
— THREATENED -~
~ TO BURY HER ~

"l AT ANY 2 A

' = MANIFEETED 1

THIS LITTLE
TYRANT

TIME FOR

5FENDIHG

;;- MDMENT —har
" T s |

| HAD NO ¥ | |

T\M

I HER HI‘:\

DAUGHTER, |/

f\\‘

N A — | | ——7

i1 THE LORD

FATHER,

OF VENDE-
MION, WAS
S0 PAS-
SIONATE
ABOUT HIS |
WORK THAT
HE RARELY,

IF EVER, -




ROWS OF ."_;:

FORBIDDING 3

l CARVINGS 22
? STARE DOWN

e, AT LI'E “F
‘f}*:-f W

h 4

THOUGH ¥
DOZENS OF 4
SERVANTS B¢
WORKED {8

WHERE I'D
WITH My GLOOMY
MOTHER. RUN-DOWN

COMPASSION HAD
NOT BEEN JUST
CALCULATED; SHE
MAY HAVE SENSED
THAT I FAVE OFF




YOU STAY
RIGHT THERE
ALL NIGHT ONE NIGHT

THERE

CAME A~

STORM.




ROLIND AND
ROUND LIKE
SHE WAS
DANCING,

CRYING OUT IN
A VOICE THAT
WAS NEITHER A
SHRIEK NOR A

IT WAS AS IF NN
HE HAD BEEN |

'|I'|1|I
EVEE?" Iil;lli h

B cose N '.‘ . maLYF, S JF Ko/ 7] (sTORM
)



WE FOLIND
A LITTLE
CLEARING.

PEEP IN THE
HEART OF
THE
WOooDs...

| WOoOoDS .
' BEHIND —
.’.‘;i.'r. THE ’h.(:

; ':-,.I » MANSION.

i FOR ANNG  QuITE
YWHILE, ITRNY  TAKEN
FLUTTERED BN
VIOLENTLY,

I NOTICED

THAT, ALL

- AROUND
us...

] THIS BIRD
' Has Notr MiSS

, HASNOT ¢ arneze
L 3\ ToLove ;| 7

= Vil

o |

Tll.i: :ﬁtrt u




SACRED

TT SEEMED e
'AS IF SHE |
i WAS TRYING

- L TO PUSH
s ..' PEOPLE ° Ar
W away, 0 i

. MAKE THEM 7 Bl TP
AFRAID OF 5 (L3 it
. ik Hﬁﬂ.f Sl 2

8 I WAS
4 TOLD
* THAT,

WHEN
SHE WAS

o

\GHT /7% 4
OF THOSE FIRES MUST |/
HAVE SHONE

THROUGH THIS
WINPOW LIKE A

8




ONE SNOWY DAY,
THE MASTER
RETLIRNED.
THOUGH T HAD
BEEN EMPLOYED
FOR A FULL YEAR,
THIS WAS THE
FIRGT TIME T HAD
LAID EYES ON HIM.

-

: " FARNEZE HAD e
IT SEEMEV PESTERED | L
TO MEAN A HER FATHER "G

LOT TO INTO BUYING

HER. IT FOR HER. %

£
)




BECAUSE SHE

WAS AFRAID |
- URT %

BECALISE 5ng 4 E.

SHE WAS BECALISE SHE
AFRAID, SHE ik WAS AFRAID
FRIGUTENED " g e pusHED

9 EVERYONE

NEAR HER.T - "IHEM A

e v 8 3
ﬁ ;

BEFORE A
THEY ADAPT TO CHILD REACHES
THEIR LIVES, P OUT FOR
AND BURY HAPPINESS
THEMSELVES.
THEY CAN NO UNTIL,
LONGER SEE BEFORE THEY

THEMSELVES. KNOW IT...







BUT THE
KNOWLEDGE
THAT FAENEZE
WAS MY
HALF-SISTER...

WAS RATHER
A JOLT.

HE SAID THERE WAS .17,

ABSOLUTELY NO WAY <.
HE COULD AFFORD TO .,

RECOGNIZE THE 1!
PRODUCT OF MIS
MISTRESS, ME, AND
RISK INFLAMING
EVERYTHING INTO A

HOWEVER, IF
AND SEE . 7 D I WolLD
THAT I 2 WL AN PROMISE TO
WAS '{' 1 | KEEFP My
RAISED IN A : BIRTH A
MANNER ; SECRET, HE

BEFITTING > WOLILD
MY STATUS : BESTOW A
o NOBLE RANK
UPON ME...

(W

AND SO MY
LIPS WERE
SEALED.

N BuT EveN THIS
W mucH was Far

n i i \\{' MORE THAN EITHER
%i? || OF us 1AD EVER
! UARED T FInn

-




TO BE HONEST, T'

BUT I'M TOLD  gOoMEWHAT AT A §
THAT YOUR | pgg A6 TO WHAT T
PRESENCE  pp wiTH FARNEZE. ||\
HAS BEEN A wuen T'M AROUND,

GODSEND TO  gue ALWAYS FEIGNS
THE REST OF INNOCENCE.

THE HELP.

HE SPOKE WITH Jireas4
m o N

COMPLINCTIONS,
W DESPITE
== HAVING
—< GPOKEN TO |
== LIER BUT ONCE

= THIS YEAR.Y

B e Tl T
] l..:l-?_..l:l

R L
e e PO RV

__' ] o L_'_' e
L e Yttt

THE TWO OF Us
HAVE NOT THE
FPOWER TO MELT
THE SNOW
MOUNTING UP
UPON US.

BUT PERHAPS
WE EACH FELT
A SLIGHT e
WARMTH IN
THE OTHER.

Mt s
5 Yol el i s
e L

A

|
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g1 e A
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SNOW AND FIRE
CCONCLUSION)




MISS
| FARNEZE, IF
YOU WOLULD
BE SO KIND
MISS AS TO TAKE
FARNE THIS DANCE




/

N

71\} AN
YINZNIN/N
EEEm
maan

I\
NN

WERE
ot W)

: Lk

EAGER TO

i FATHER, LORD

FIIN\Y JARN,

N

NN
HE DOES APPAR- ;
ENTLY HAVE A HAVEM‘T Es
TITLE, BUT HE you !
WAS ORIGINALLY HEARD? ¥

JUST HER LITTLE \_

SERVANT BOY. | MISS

; —
|/ 17 seems HER [

VENDEMION, 18 (ZA (A,
HIS GUARDIAN. |
HE CERTAINLY

SINCE A
LADY, THE CHAL-
LENGE SHALL BE
MET BY THE ONE

AN INSLILT
TO MY
COMPANION
IS AN
INGULT TO




FARNEZE, -

I
HUMBLY
WITH-
DRAW MY
OFFEND-
ING
WORDS.

I 6LESS
THIS IS A
TIE, THEN...

FOR A COMMONER,
YOU ARE QUITE
PROFICIENT.
= T SHOULD
7111}y HAVE EXPECTED
= P _SUCH FROM

Ji
-




(| BEAT THES
f||[FooLs wiuY” A&

N || nep geHing
= Hyour Back.

IN SOME WARPED
FASHION, SHE
BEGAN TO VIEW
OUR RELATIONSHIP

AS SOMETHING

ONE HAND [ %

' 2| |/ 17 you 6o on

{ LIKE THIS YOU'LL

WIND UP LOOKING
LIKE A RAG DOLL.




= A | - . e B
7 _151"_:"'.':?-1'?&-,1_4%;:’ 7.:36-:,; ’
T T Ak, W i, L

:

o L
LR AT

- S0 PERHAPS Us WERE
SUCH RAISED SIDE
DEVELOPMENTS BY SIDE IN THE
WERE ONLY CRADLE OF
NATURAL. THAT LITTLE
N GARDEN... _
A SEO— -1

THE TWO OF

éWJhu\'

VMY UPBRINGING ON

THIS IS THE

BEST WAY TO

PRESERVE MISS
FARNEZE'S

THESE STREETS
TAUGHT ME OVER
AND OVER AGAIN
THAT REVENGE IS A
FOOLISH THING THAT
CAUSES NOTHING |

BUT MORE REVENGE.

STREET




ME...

coGNizep T RN

HAD

VANISHED
FROM
MER
FACE.

Y 7/

R
?.'

FiAT

] | - |
i) i
a5 h

A

1} 1K
THE DAY SHE l.r:-“ ;
BEGAN /[
LIVING IN A [/
DREAM WAS, '
PERHAPS,
THE DAY OF
HER
SALVATION.

]
|. .“ ? "
9354

y

MARRIAGE
7

YOU ARE SIXTEEN __YOU ARE MY
YEARS OLD, AND IT ONLY
IS HIGH TIME YOUR  DAUGHTER,
LEARNED TO ACT  AND I THINK
LIKE A LADY. PERHAPS T

T —

. ' 4

I' f; .f :

PERHAPS

SURELY, I DO
NOT HAVE TO TiNJ
EXPLAIN HOW THE i
VENDEMION |
FAMILY WOLLD
BEMEFIT FR{OIA

INEVITABLY, —LULESLIL
SHE WAS -, g
ADMITTED TO A
S ANATORILIM.
2=
s
F & .__r_:l____—;*__l_ll' _i*'
N i S e i op T i SO
.-I \ _y \ P:;-:; HH“'
N IN THE END,
MY FATHER
! E —=L: HAD NOT
_4 COME TO SEE
it | HER AGAIN 3
P— a B
| —— | |_ RS AB
e II A\ - - - ’
B
THIS
15..
. : S50
LIDDEN
I HAVE HEARD OF T THINK : e
THIS TENDENCY w-gl,lip
OF YOURS TO DO You
FORCE A DUEL AT BE BEST m"’éﬁ
EVERY BALL you FOR YOL.i§ =~ - 4
ATTEND. FARNEZE ’ !
YOUR GROOM IS
A MEMBER OF A
CERTAIN ROYAL
FAMILY, AND OF A
FORGIVING DIS-
POSITION; HE
AGREED TO OUR

A PRORPOS AL EVEN



OWNER HAD
IGNORED,THE §
FRUIT,"ALLOWING
NATURE TO .TAKE

ITS COURSE,' BUT
ONCE IT RIPENED,
WAS READY, TO
PLUCK IT.




A LIVE ANY-
‘| wHERe )
/| BUT MERE. /.

.::::ws‘.f.:':

L G

¥y |I' e .

‘ \ ?/\

W (l /
|I |

UNLESS

| YOU WERE
TO RLIN
AWAY WITH







S

SIBLING'S...

OF ALL THE
YOKES THAT
BOLIND US...

WHY WAS IT I
COULD NOT
RUN AWAY

THEN?




THE MANSION
BURNED TO
THE GROUND.

THE IT WOLLD
WEDDING SOIL THE

IS  VENDEMION

CANCELED. NAME.

TO SPREAD. /Ntle. .
- &f ;|‘TI' o, e

S —— —

FARNEZE WAS
SENT TO A

BY SPECIAL ARRANGE-
MENT OF THE LORD, 1
WAS SENT WITH HER,
BECOMING A COMBINA-
TION SERVANT AND

% SERVANT. 4




22 TN
THE LE&FENDS . /
i SAY THAT THE | THIS 18
b | KENIGHTS OF THE

THE &REAT VEN- HOLY IRON
DEMION FAMILY IN CHAIN MUST

ALWAYS BE COM- | &

' MANDED BY A &
L WOMAN, BUT...

Sl .

LIKE ANY | B
KNIGHT,
ST Preaiieo 16 REQUIRING
#l A _,i"J FRE ME ;
RS ANSWER ANY FXPERIENCE,
| QUESTIONS =T i‘iﬁ%n rég
THAN YOUR
SECOND, SIR




" 1% "/Njl AHERETICS SET; fy 7K 1) . 4
L § FIRE 10, THER 1 . /4 - B
4, YUY CHURCHES AND IA &l '
Dend 4147 NOBLEMAN'S ;8 7

/8 mansions IN THE G

1 é’; \? "HOLY CITY.XT |

BY

CHANCE,

% RTHAT
WINTER...
B

| f':__- AL A e
L ST THE HoLy | !s_.[?;‘
) SR £ IRON CHAIN rrer

3 PRI MarLy 48 A
'k’ CEREMONIAL 5 W
i a7 16 - FUARD...S -

SHE PLACED
HERSELF RIGHT
AT THE FRONT

IT WAS AS
IF FARNEZE
HAD BEEN

LEFT HER " LOOK
SUPERI- A LIKE
ors A ¥ sucu
SPEECH- '} INTENSE
LEss ¢|. pevoTion
' WITH 5}

ke

=Y
..—.-.“.h

h'.___.ﬂ‘




LIT BY THE
LIGHT OF THE

ONCE AGAIN,
THE SAME
EXPRESSION...

BLIRNED

PERHAPS  WITHIN

HER
HEART.

IT
DOMINATED * ¢
B




THEY WERE
SIMPLY
PEOPLE

THAT g i e\ '
BELIEVEDIN SV & =~ Wa. URNO I~ HERETICS
A HERESY. & {1 ¥32. " g W3 _ ; WERE NOT

- Ay I'i""g'. = [ - I I

S ffﬁ R ¢ _ AR , SATANISTS'.
| b CR i THEY SIMPLY
AND THE OBJECTED TO
VATICAN N *IN GOD'S EYES, THE A:SBTLHEEHEH

- ' ARE WE NOT ALL

-t & @ " 0 EQUAL?* THey ~ CHURCHES
THEM 1 i R CRIED. MONOPOLIZING
HERETICS. @ % e, rrn;ﬁl THT?-{ évi%grﬁar

{fﬂ FEARING ¥
'; FOR THEIR %8
. STATUS AND
. !JF POWER,
‘s o™ THEY S
/15 CRUSHED

-‘-1. * THEM
uTTEF-‘.LY

WERE - FAMILIES |
1} THEN ANNI-  WERE PUT § *
¢/ WLATED. 7O TRIAL.

-, ﬂ

mmv&msuen, _._.;.f-;.’ e ,Ql

¢ L__""D.'E'E AT cauGHT

A7 ENOUGH . =~
FoD 10~ PF

& LIVE '€ Sprgg

ANOTHER 5, 7. )

%

IS WHAT
DGM::#TED THIS...
CHILDHOOD.
g
s\ BUT NO
NOTHING ?’ﬁ‘ A MATTER HOW
COULD GHASTLY THE
SWAY MY SPECTACLE I
HEART. WITNESSED...



THEIR HEAPQUAR-
TERS, T SEE.

I NEVER WOLLLD

HAVE GUESSED




NO
e LDMER M|'5'|'A|':E; 'I

My

CALL HIS |
MOTHER /




[}

NO MEMBERS OF THE
KNIGHTS OF THE (@
HOLY TRON CHAIN =2
COULD BE TAINTED *
WITH HERESY!

Wi

BECAUSE

LEFT YOU

ALONE TO

GET AWAY
FROM

Y 1IF THAT IS

TRUE, THAN
THIS COULD
BE A
SERIOUS
PROBLEM
1 I MET MY FATHER &y Cheee BUT &S
" AND GAINED A W '%:%GHH! ; . WASN'T
~ 0 TITLE JUST LIKE Y- |
L YOUu ALwWAYS RL/I ThAt
4 WANTED! & et WHAT You
; MR WANTED?

# HAS THAT

YOU WERE
LOMELY...AND | RﬁghLLLWEHFT

S0 You
RETREATED
INTO YOUR

DREAM,

CLINGING TO



BECAUSE I HATED
YOoU SO MUCH THAT
I PRAYED FOR YOUR

PEATH TO FREE
MYSELF FROM THE
YOKE OF YOUR
EXISTENCE...

7 AN\ \-

\




......

WE BURIED

SOMETHING. TWO OF

usild






H

|I||I

N\ ' FIRE THAT {if

%

'were AN

I NEVER

THOUGHT
TO e

LEAVE...

AND NOW
JOURNEY .
TO DISTANT
LANDS =
BENEATH
THE OPEN
SKIES.

WINTER,
THREE
YEARS
LATER.

THAT
MANSION

AND

THAT
HOLY
CITY...

ARE
PROBABLY
STILL
BURIED
BENEATH
SNOW.




